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PRaBHaTI, 
April 19th, 1880. 


Brarat Mrinir, 
April 20th, 1880. 


Brapat MInIR. 


Buarat Migig. 
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POLITICAL. 

It ir really strange, remarks the Prabhatt, of the 19th April, that the 
British Government should always be founq 
Burmah and the British Governs ready todo things which ought not to be 
eo done at all, while it shows an apathy jy 
matters in which an active interest should be taken. Thus there was y, 
necessity of a war with Afghanistan, a war which has weakened the Afghan 
race and carried devastation into their country, and yet it was undertaken 
before all other matters, with this result, that Afghanistan is now a weak 
State, and its people are the enemies of Government. On the other hand, 
the atrocities committed by Theebaw, the king of Burmah, which deserye 
to be severely dealt with, have only called forth a remonstrance from oy 
rulers. The deposition of this tyrant is urgently called for in the interests 
of humanity, and should certainly be undertaken by a nation which has 

abolished slavery after expending so much blood and treasure. 

Intelligence has been received that there is a fearful outbreak of small- 
pox in Mandalay. Theebaw’s son, and it is now said Theebaw himself, have 
succumbed under the disease, and rumour speaks of a large number 
of human sacrifices as having been offered up to propitiate the gods. If 
this news be true, Government has got an opportunity of interference in 
the affairs of Burmah. It should now install the rightful heir, whois 
reported to be an intelligent man, and is now a fugitive in Calcutta, on the 
Burmese throne, and thus secure an ally in Burmah while delivering its 
inhabitants from oppressions. 

2. The downfall of the Conservatives, says the Bharat Mihir, cf the 

iss Aotiad of ths Gucmmceaions 20th April, is a matter which should make 
, both England and India rejoice. For this 
they should be thankful to the Conservatives themselves, whose oppressive 
rule has aggravated the miseries of the poor. The depression of trade, the 
Afghan andthe Zulu wars, the grinding machine (license tax) of Sir 
John Strachey, the Press and the Arms Acts, the unsatisfactory state of 
the finances of India, and other measures of Lord Beaconsfield’s adminis- 
tration, however injurious they may have been in their immediate con- 
sequences, have indirectly proved beneficial, in that they have awakened 
the British nation from its sleep of indifference. Six years of Tory ascen- 
dancy have harassed India, but good will come out of it. 
3. Mr. Lepel Griffin’s speech at the durbar held in Cabul does not, says 


si the same paper, contain a solution of the troubles 
oe in that i At any rate, a solution would 
not be possible until the person whom the British Government could safely 
instal as Amir was found; nordo the Sirdars appear very anxious toform a 
British alliance, as may be easily perceived from the terms they have proposed. 
In the meanwhile, Abdur Rahaman is advancing towards Cabul, and it 1s not 
unlikely that the Afghan Sirdars may be induced to join his army, 80 that a 
continuance of the war seems inevitable. It is doubtful whether any satistac- 
tory settlement of the Afghan question is really possible, so long as the presen! 
policy remains unaltered. The Afghans, although an illiterate people, até 
shrewd enough to understand their own interests. They do not require a0 
argument to teach them that an annexation of Afghan territory, even fot 


the purposes of a scientific frontier, would injure these interests. They at 
not the people to be taken in b 


the vague announcements made by 
Mr. Lepel Griffin. j ws | 
4. The people expect, remarks the same paper, that the Liberals - | 
: | seek to repair the wrongs inflicted on ™ 

Th ict 
of why wee Vann, Ont Che people country by their predecessors in office. It is 
of course not possible to do this all in °% 


de, 


day; nay, it is quite likely that many of these wrongs will never be 
vedressed. Still it may be hoped that the Liberals will endeavour to act in 
accordance with those principles which have been vindicated by their victory. 
They should first direct their attention to the subject of the Afghan War 
expenses. India should not be saddled with the whole cost of the Afghan 
ar. Great disappointment will be caused if the new Ministry remain in- 
different to this matter. The cotton duties come next in order of import- 
ance. An equitable solution of this question is expected at their hands. 
Act IX of 1878 should be repealed. This measure has destroyed the 
litical life of the nation, and arrested the progress of vernacular literature. 
The last point is that relating to the admission of natives of India into the 
Covenanted Civil Service. Even under the Mogul Emperors, the people 
of this country were not excluded from the superior offices under Govern- 
ment. ‘They have a right to these. 

5. Lhe Samvdd Prabhdkar, of the 21st April, urges on Government 
the necessity of interfering with the affairs of 
Burmah at this time, when the death of Theebaw 
has created an opportunity of helping the 
rightful heir to the Burmese throne (see paragraph 1). 

6. We extract the following observations from an article inthe Sddhd- 
rant of the 25th April:—The downfall of 
the Conservatives, and the returnof the Liberals 
to power, have raised various expectations in the minds of the people. Many 
are clearly anticipating that the Arms and the Press Acts, and the License 
Tax, will now be repealed ; that the limit of age in connection with the Civil 
Service will be raised; that natives will be elevated to superior appointments 
in the public service, and that the British Army will return from Afghanistan. 
It is better to form limited expectations than to expect much and then to 
be disappointed. In the present case especially there is not much ground for 
cherishing greatexpectations. 

It is a great mistake to suppose that every Liberal must of necessity be 
agod, and that every Conservative a demon. The State scholarships were 
founded under a Conservative Ministry, only to be abolished by a Liberal 
Government. Under a Tory administration Lord Canning did things for 
which he is even now remembered with gratitude, while the measures adopted 
by Lord Dalhousie under a Whig Cabinet continue to call forth a wail 
of misery from the people. There are many other instances which might 
be cited to show that there is not an essential difference between the two parties. 
The fact is there are good and bad men equally among them. Another point 
is that many erroneously think that the Conservatives oppose, while the 
Liberals advocate progress. The words indeed, literally interpreted, justify 
this view ; but literal meanings of words do not govern the political world. 
The Conservatives are not, in practice, advocates of the existing order of things; 
but, on the other hand, of territorial aggrandisement, witness their Central 
Asian and South African wars; nor are they opposed to the principles 
of free trade, as may be seen by their action in remitting the cotton duties. 
Both parties, again, are equally haunted by fear of Russia, the only difference 
being that, while the Liberals do not desire to oppose Russia in her advance 
into Central Asia, but to rather help her work in the hope of ultimate gain 
when the time for partition comes, the Conservatives believe that it is not 
good policy to allow Russia to strengthen herself, and since a contest with 
her is inevitable, it is better to fight her now than atany remotetime. Both 
parties fear Russia; the fear has made the Liberals her friends and the Conser- 
vatives her enemies, Regarding the return of the British Army from Cabul, 
which is confidently expected by some, it isenough to remark that Mr. Glad- 

stone himself has said that the new Ministry will not necessarily reverse all 
the arrangements made by their predecessors. 


Burmah and the British Govern- 
ment. 
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The Editor then proceeds to: explain his own position. He is neithe, 
Liberal nor a Doneervallve. He is glad that the Liberals have been siinatin. 
ful, because the Conservative administration during the last three years has 
been extremely rigorous, but he will not fail to pray for their downfall if 
they should prove as bad as their predecessors. The party which befriends 
India, no matter whether it is Liberal or Conservative, will be entitled 4, 
the gratitude of her people. 

7. The announcement recently made in the course of a speech by 
Mr. Gladstone, to the effect that the Liberals, if they returned to power, 
would not be bound to reverse the Afghan policy of their predecessors jy 
toto, has produced a doubt in the mind of the Kditor of the Dacea Prakésh 
in the wisdom of prematurely extolling the Liberals and crying down the 
Conservatives—a practice which has become common with the natives of this 
country. The Liberals, it would seem, are wavering 1n their policy, and their 
assurances and promises would seem to have proceeded solely from thei: 
desire of securing a majority in Parliament. 

8. The same paper asks Government to use its endeavours in securino 

the Burmese throne to its rightful owner, who 
is now a fugitive in Calcutta. 
9. Itis idle to expect, says the Som Prakash, of the 26th April, that 
India’s woes will end with the accession to office 
of a new Ministry. The fact is, India’s woes 
will never end. Se that as it may, the downfall of the present administra- 
tion, which has now lasted for six years, has really become a necessity. There 
is some hope that change may bring some good; it will at least gratify the 
desire for novelty. The object of the Conservative Ministry would seem to 
have been the gradual conversion of England into a despotism. It would 
be no exaggeration to say that, during their ascendancy, not one measure 
was adopted which was calculated to benefit India. Lord Lytton has been 
atoolin the hands of Lord Beaconsfield. ‘The freedom of the Press has 
been taken away; oppressive taxes have been imposed. There have been 
famines and unnecessary expenditure of public funds. But will there be 
any improvement under the Liberals? Mr. Gladstone himself first showed 
the way to the appropriation of the revenues of India for the necessities 
of the English Hxchequer. The fact is both parties are equally for 
milking this milch cow—India; the difference being that, while one con- 
tents itself with only taking the milk, another continues the operation 
so long, that the life of the cow is placed in danger. There is, nevertheless, 
a probability that the Liberals will prove less arbitrarily inclined than their 
predecessors, and that they will recognize the claim of the natives of India 
to certain natural nights. 


10. The same paper contains a long article on the speech of 
nk en Mr. Lepel Griffin at Cabul regarding the inten- 
tions of Government to appoint an Amir. It 


: person so appointed will be but a puppet in its hands, 
and that the independence of Afghanistan will be but saaiiee Instead of 


pursuing this policy, Government should take the administration of the 
country into its own hands. By doing this, the rulers will be able to intro- 
duce order and good government into Afghanistan, and ameliorate the ¢00- 
dition of her people. No Amir nominated by the British Governmeat 
would ever be able to do this. He would be disliked by the people, and 
require the aid of Government to maintain him on the throne. This would 
involve expense and trouble. A. direct government by the British would 
frustrate the attempts of Abdur Rahaman and other pretenders to the 
Afghan throne, restore order, and improve the revenuesof the State. 00 
sidering that the Afghans cannot have complete independence granted thea 
this arrangement seems the best under the Circumstances. It is a mistake 


Burmah and the British Government. 


The change of Ministry. 


.e4 


suppose that the Liberals will completely reverse the policy of the Conserva- 
‘ves in this matter. 
sek a The Navavibhdkar, of the 26th April, remarks that Lord Lytton 
has so far identified himself with the polic 
——" of.the Conservative party, and made himse 
such a willing instrument of its designs, that it is no wonder that he should 
feel it necessary to resign simultaneously with the Ministry which appointed 
him. Another point is that his acts have been so strongly condemned by the 
Liberal leaders, that his recall is not improbable, and in view of that disagree- 
able contingency, resignation has been resolved upon. 
12. ithe same paper asks Government to turn its attention to the 
—— of the Mysore family now living in Tollygunge. 
They are growing up illiterate and without any moral discipline. 


Pusiic ADMINISTRATION. 


13. Lord Lytton, remarks the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 20th April, 
is going to retire from office before his time 
is fully up; but will the people of India regret 
his untimely departure? There is, however, no need of asking this question, 
and one might ask Lord Lytton whether he himself really entertains any 
such expectations. He would be mistaken if he didso. How many were 
there, besides officials, to bid him farewell at the Howrah railway station 
on the occasion of his departure? He might have so long thought that 
the adverse criticisms which appeared in the newspapers regarding himself 
and his acts did not always express public opinion ; but now he has doubtless 
perceived that the vernacular newspapers but reflect the views of the people. 
Was it possible that a Viceroy, who had gagged the native press by passing 
the Vernacular Press Act, who had passed the Arms Act, remitted the 
cotton duties during a period of financial depression, imposed the license 
tax, and penned the minute on the admission of natives into the Civil 
Service, should become popular or succeed in obtaining their sympathy ? 
Under the administration of no other Viceroy did so many calamities befall 
this country. If his predecessors did not augment its prosperity, they 
did not at the same time neglect its interests. Lord Lytton has done 
this, and hence he is retiring disappointed, and without any token of 
attachment to him. 

14. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 20th April, contains an 
article onthe subject of prison labour in 
Bengal and the condition of the prisoners. 
The writer remarks that the treatment extended 
to them in the jails has become more rigorous since Sir Ashley Eden became 
Lieutenant-Governor. The Amrita Bazar Patrité and the Indian Daily 
News have repeatedly directed public attention to the hardship which the 
inmates of the jails are subjected to, but their writings have failed to produce 
any effect. The writer thus sets forth the reasons :—There was a time when 
the people of this country used to be extremely pained by hearing any tale 
of distress arising from poverty, but now, when about three-fourths of the 
genteel population are suffering the pinch of hunger, there is no such 
sympathy aroused. The execution of Nandkumar was the first instance in 
which capital punishment was awarded by the British Government in this 
‘ountry, and it naturally produced great fear and agitation. But thanks 
to the authorities, the people do not now feel much pain by seeing a person 

anged. Formerly no person of respectable position was to be found willing 
10 accept the’ post of a Daroga, but now persons of education and respect- 
able parentage are eager to obtain the post of a constable of police. For- 
nerly a respectable native would consider it asin if he were required to 


Lord Lytton. 


Prisoners in pat and the condition 
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necessity of providing education to the children 
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give evidence in a court of justice, but now there is hardly one who ha; 
not, at some time or other, had to do so. The people do not now ,, 
formerly show an aversion to drink. All this improvement (°) is owing t, 
the exertions of the British Government. | 

In many respects there is a similarity noticeable between the cong}. 
tion of the people of Bengal and that of the inmates of the jails. The 
latter have no liberty. By enacting a rigorous Criminal Procedure Code 
and a press law, the liberty of the people has in a great measure been 
taken away. ‘Then as to food, no matter what the quality, the prisoners 
are allowed food, but hundreds are daily dying of starvation. As within the 
walls of a prison so outside them, persons of respectable families are 
obliged to betake themselves to menial occupations. The case is the same 
in the matter of luxuries and articles of dress. 

15. We extract the following observations from another article in the 
same paper:—Lord Lytton has started fo; 
Simla. He has not yet resigned his post. 
It is possible the fascinations of office still hold him to it, and he has not 
yet waked up to find that the days of his power are numbered. But by 
remaining a few days in this country His Excellency will benefit both 
himself and the people. Henceforth his days in India will be spent 
in repentance. The more he remembers that he has neglected his duty, 
the more bitter will be the sting of self-reproach, and stronger his desire 
to reform himself. His condition will morally benefit the people. They 
will see in his repentance the vanity of human greatness. Lord Lytton’s 
fate will also serve as a warning to his successor. 

16. The same paper says that, instead of creating Lord Lytton an Earl, 
it would have been more appropriate to have 
conferred on him the title of Viscount Cabul, 
Viscount Gagging Act, or Viscount Arms Act. For the wrongs done to 
India by Lord Lytton under the orders of Lord’ Beaconsfield, Sir Ashley Eden 
and Sir Jonn Strachey are also in a great measure responsible, and it does not 
therefore behove the Premier to overlook their claims. It is suggested 
that Sir Ashley Eden be raised to the peerage as Lord Gagging Act, an 
Sir John Strachey as Lord Famine Fund. 

17. After commenting on the intricate and very imperfect character of 


, the laws which are being enacted at the 

er ee present time, and which, - account of their 
lack of simplicity, require constant amendments, thus giving rise to over- 
legislation, the Bhdrat Mihir, of the 20th April, refers to the Cess Bills 
which are now before the Bengal Legislative Council. The Editor does not 
see any force in the Lieutenant-Governor’s objection to the proposal made 
by the Hon’ble Kristodas Pal to insert a clause in the measure before the 
Council, to the effect that the proceeds of the Public Works Cess should be 
expended only for the purposes of famine relief, and that the accounts 
should every year be published in the Calcutta Gazette. Government had 
repeatedly said that the chief object in the levy of that cess was to provide 
funds for undertaking famine relief, and it is not fair that in the new Bill 
there should be no mention of this. Of course, so long as Sir Ashley Eden 
remains in office, the people are confident that the Cess Fund will go to meet 
the charges: on account of railways and other works of public utility ; but 
distinct provision in the Bill would seem to be necessary to prevent any future 


Lieutenant-Governor who might be so inclined from applying the proceed: 
of the tax for different purposes. : 


Lord Lytton’s retirement. 


Lord Lytton created an Earl. 


Certain provisions in the Bill are extremely rigorous, as for instance 


the daily fine of Rs, 50 proposed to be inflicted on zemindars. Th 
proposal to grant pensions to officerson the Road Cess establishments 
deprecated, on the ground that already the establishment charges incurred b} 


- 


OR ee 


the Road Cess Committees are large, and this will but increase their amount. 
The Editor concludes by suggesting that, instead of maintaining a separate 
Road Cess establishment, the work in connection with the cess might be as 
efficiently and more cheaply performed by the officers of the Revenue 
Department. F 
18. The Arya Darpan notices with gratification that the Som Prakash 
has been revived, and remarks that it is to be 
The resuscitation of the Som doybhted whether the resuscitation of the journal 
— is solely due to the generosity of Sir Ashley 
Fden. It will be remembered that when this paper was discontinued 
there was an animated discussion in Parliament, in which the Liberals 
espoused the cause of the Editor. The Liberals have how returned to power. 
That they would meet with success at the elections could be well foreseen by 
Lord Lytton and Sir Ashley Eden, who also felt that the new Ministry would 
not let the paper remain dead. Sir Ashley therefore did, beforehand, 
what he would have doubtless been called upon to do later; and thus saved 
the credit of the present administration while seeming to do a graceful act. 

19. The Som Prakash, of the 26th April, remarks that the action of 
Government in reference to the question of 
promoting natives to posts held by Civilians, 
and the formation of a Native Civil Service, is a farce. There were discus- 
sions in England and in India on the subject, and Government responded 
to them by propounding this scheme. Great were the rejoicings among 
the people, but it was soon found that nothing had been gained. The 
recipients of the new appointments were granted a salary of Rs. 200 only. 
It is a Civil Service in name, but in regard to emoluments, it is inferior to 
even the Subordinate Executive Service. The new service has failed to 
attract any of the experienced Deputy Magistrates. When creating it, Govern- 
ment took the opportunity of reducing the pay attached to the lowest grade of 
the Subordinate Executive Service. 

20. The same paper observes that the change of Viceroys and 
Governors which periodically takes place in 
India seriously interferes with the work of 
administration. This has, however, always 
been the case since the introduction of British rule into this country, and the 
disadvantages of the arrangement have been in a manner deemed unavoid- 
able. But another misfortune has recently been noticed. Thisis the change 
of Indian Governors simultaneously with a change of the Ministry. This 
s greatly to be deplored. A new Viceroy is necessarily dependent on the 
help of his Council, a body of officers possessed of local experience, but he 
is not always guided by their advice. Under a Tory administration, the 


Viceroy is usually guided by the Secretary of State ; under a Liberal one, by 
the Council. 


The Native Civil Service. 


British Administration and natives 
of Indja. 


LOCAL. 


One writing to the Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 20th April, notices 
the depredations which are being committed 
oo by tigers in Kalikapore, Shahapore, Bhausinha, 
Vahaut, and adjacent villages of the Cutwa sub-division. All weapons 
having been taken away from the inhabitants, they have been rendered 
‘(uite defenceless, 

“2. The Prabhdtt, of the 21st April, remarks with regret that the 
frequent complaints of the rate-payers in the 
| suburbs regarding the oppressions and the 
| agance of the municipality have not yet produced any effect. The 
_ labitants pay the taxes, andthere is also a highly-paid establishment of 
“Mccrs to look after the affairs of the municipality. But these officers are 


21. 


Tigers in certain villages in Cutwa. 


The Suburban Municipality. 
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April 26th, 1880. 


SAHACHAB, 
April 26th, 1889. 
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all incompetent and inefficient. The Commissioners are mostly men wh, 
do not possess any independence, while Government is indifferent. Bye. 
laws are occasionally made and enforced which produce great hardship, 
Quite recently a bye-law has been passed, empowering any officer of the 
municipality to enter the private apartments of any defaulting rate-paye, 
and there seize his moveables. It is really a wonder that Sir Ashley Rie, 
could be induced to accord his sanction to such a bye-law. 
23. The Som Prakdsh, of the 26th April, directs the attention of the 
municipal authorities to the filthy condition 
of two tanks in Fakir Chand Mitra’s Lane 
Calcutta. The water of these two tanks is so impure that it is a wonder how 
people manage to live near them. Unless steps are promptly taken to fil 
them up, an outbreak of malarious fever is apprehended. 
94. A correspondent of the Sahachar, of the 26th April, asks 
Assessments in Keoramal pergunnah Government for a consideration of the settle. 
in the Midnapore district. ments made in Keoramal pergunnah, a kha: 
mehal of the Midnapore district. Rents have been unduly enhanced. 


Fakir Chand Mitra’s Lane. 
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